MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 

14 JUNE 2007. 

 Present:         Councillors R Fisher (Chairman), M J Biggin, B S Johnson, Miss W Johnson, E Lafferty, Mrs L K Fernyhough, D J Schofield, C Worsley and C B White.
In Attendance:  Damian Boddy, Clerk to the Council.                      

26  
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs S M Ault, P J H Catterall, Mrs M J Finnegan, Mrs H Foster, Mrs E Fountain, H M Kazi and C G Taylor.
27  
Disclosures of Interests


No disclosures were made.

28
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 17 May 2007 be approved as a true record, and that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 7 June 2007 be adopted.
29
Accounts 2006/07

It was reported that further work to the accounts relating to the Walled Garden Endowment Fund meant that the accounts of the Council for 2006/07 were not yet ready for audit. A revised date of 31 August had been agreed by the external auditor. In the meantime, however, unaudited accounts showing income and expenditure were presented, together with a statement of the general Fund balances as at 31 March 2006.


Resolved that the report be noted.
30
Application for Financial Assistance

Following the receipt of accounts and further information, it was resolved that a grant of £150 be made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1973 to Warrington Association for Special Children.
31
Draft Supplementary Planning Document – Managing the Housing Supply

This draft document had been prepared by Warrington Borough Council, and was in its consultation phase.

Resolved that the report be noted. 
32
Euclid Avenue and Barley Road Playing Fields

Following further investigations into various matters at Euclid Avenue Playing Field it was resolved that:

a the provision of two metal seats from the Council’s equipment maintenance contractors (W A P Lawton and Son Ltd) be approved at an approximate cost of £1,500, and the Clerk be authorised to agree the final price; 
b the damaged cradle seats on the junior swings be replaced at a cost of approximately £200.00; 
c the quotation from S Cadman for the removal of a damaged lime tree be approved in the sum of £375; and 
d urgent repair works to playing surfaces at Barley Road Playing Field be carried out as soon as possible.
33
The Ram’s Head

It was reported that works at the Ram’s head would involve its closure, and its car park, from 23 July until 19 October. Whilst this would cause inconvenience, especially at the commencement of the new school term in September, the contractor had decided that the closure of the car park was essential for safety reasons.


It was also reported that Punch Taverns were appealing to the Magistrates’ Court in relation to the licensing application for extended hours and entertainment, and that an arbitration meeting had been held without the local residents being consulted. 


Resolved that residents be advised to ensure that they are represented before the Magistrates.
34
Bus Shelters

Following further enquiries into the provision of bus shelters, it was resolved that subject to the approval of the Borough Council, two shelters be obtained from and erected at Stockport Road and Thelwall New Road by D W Ackerley and that because this is a local supplier, the contract be exempted from the provisions of standing orders relating to contracts.
35
Local Direction Signs

The Borough Council had refused consent for a sign on Thelwall New Road indicating local shops at Barley Road. Whilst it appeared that a case could be argued for the sign to fall within the policies of the Borough Council it was resolved that no further action be taken in the matter.
36
Stockton Lane

A further letter from the Borough Council had set out reasons for the Council not being able to erect street lighting on Stockton Lane, despite the use of the road by pedestrians, including children, attending the Grappenhall Sports Club and Tennis Club.

Resolved that the position be noted.
37
Grappenhall Youth and Community Association


It was reported that GYCA was enjoying much improved levels of income in the early part of the new financial year, although it was likely that financial support from the budget agreed for this purpose was likely to be needed during the year.
38
Accounts for Payment
            Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £10,581.24 be approved.
39
Grappenhall Youth and Community Centre

It was noted that discussions were being held with Warrington Borough Council over the extent of the Listed Building status of Bellhouse Farmhouse.
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