MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 2008

Present:
Councillors B S Johnson (Chairman), M J Biggin, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, Ms W Johnson, 



Mrs E Welborn, Mrs J Woolvine and C Worsley.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
96. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs M J Finnegan, Mrs L K Fernyhough, H M Kazi, D J Schofield, C G Taylor and C B White.
97.
Disclosures of Interests


No disclosures were made.

98.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the Meeting of the Recess Committee on 14th August be approved as a 


true record, and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 11th September 2008 be received.
99.
Presentation by Caddicks Nursery

Mr Glenn Eddery from the new management team at Caddicks Nursery provided an overview of the plans to develop the nursery and also outlined how they intended to tackle residents and Councillors’ concerns over ‘fly tipping’. Mr Eddery stated that they have been undertaking a programme of improvements to stabilise the site and the surrounding aspects, part of which would be the complete re-soiling and re-seeding of the wetland grasses. Mr Eddery also outlined the proposed cleaning programme for the streams and ditches, local issues with flooding, site clearance of containers/debris/caravans and other ancillary items. The recent planning application for a Visitors Centre (which was refused) was also outlined. 
100.
Sale of Land in Church Lane, Grappenhall

It was brought to members’ attention that the land adjacent to St Wilfrid’s School had been put up for sale 
by informal tender on 24th October 2008, at a guide price of £80,000. A local resident attended the meeting 
to propose a possible joint venture between himself and the school to purchase the land. Councillors 
welcomed this suggestion and it was Resolved that the Clerk would contact the Head at St Wilfrid’s to 
discuss this proposal.
101.
Councillor Resignation


Councillor D J Schofield had informed the Council that he wished to resign as Councillor for Grappenhall 


and Thelwall Parish Council, but had agreed to stay on until a replacement could be found.
102.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Warrington Waste Watchers – offer of a presentation. Resolved that the Clerk would arrange a
     presentation at the next Parish Council meeting on 16th October 2008.


b)  Summer Playscheme 2008 – a letter of thanks.

c)  Proposed Permissive Bridleway at Elizabeth Park – details of the trial.

d)  Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report – Consultation.
e)  Draft decision of Warrington Borough Council regarding BT’s proposals to remove eleven phone
     boxes.               
103.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following additional correspondence was noted:


a) NHS Trust 5 Boroughs Partnership – formal consultation on ‘The Development of a Comprehensive 
    Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service at Fairhaven, Winwick, Warrington.

b) John Holt Cancer Support Foundation – a letter of thanks.
104.
Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish Warden

It was noted that the next review meeting between the Clerk and the Parish Warden would take place on 
19th August.

105.
Other Information Noted

a)  New installation of bus shelter on Stockport Road.

b)  Partial removal of concrete wall on Stockport Road now completed

c)  CRB checks completed.

d)  Brown Tourist Signs now ordered.

e)  Heritage Lottery Grant for Walled Garden would be submitted late September.

f)  The Clerk and Councillor Taylor had a useful review meeting with Arnold Stansby who look after the 
     Walled Garden Endowment Fund.
106.
School Car Parking at Grappenhall Cricket Club


Members were informed by the Clerk and the Chairman of a proposed scheme for parents of St Wilfrid’s 
School to enable them to park at Grappenhall Cricket Club. A useful meeting had taken place with the 
Cricket Club Chairman, Craig Hunter (a Borough Council School Travel Plan Advisor), Alex Stacey & 
Victoria Fox (PCSO’s), the Clerk and the Chairman. It was agreed that a three month trial would take place 
during Autumn/Winter 2008 and that the school would be responsible for unlocking and relocking the 
Cricket Club gates at school drop off and pick up times.
107.
New Play Equipment


It was suggested that some new play equipment could be purchased for Barley Road Playing Field,  
members asked the Clerk to arrange a Play Equipment Working Group meeting for early October.

108.
Fire Safety Assessment


The Clerk informed members that a Fire Safety Assessment had been carried out on the Parish Council 
Office and GYCA Community Centre on 9th September 2008. A formal report of non-compliances would 
be prepared by the Fire Authority and both the Parish Council and GYCA would need to purchase 
equipment in due course, to ensure that the buildings are up to date with the latest fire regulations.

109.
Cheshire Landscape Trust – Free Trees

The Clerk reminded members that the Parish Council was entitled to up to 50 free trees for the parish from Cheshire Landscape Trust. Resolved that the Clerk write to schools within the parish to offer them 
the Parish Council’s allocation of free trees.
110.
Grappenhall Cricket Club


Following residents complaints of late night noise from the club, it was resolved that the Clerk would 
write to the club and ask them to put a notice up to remind visitors to leave quietly.
111.
Accounts for 2007/8  

The Clerk presented the accounts for 2007/8 to members. Resolved that the accounts for 2007/8 be 
approved.
112.
Revised Budget and Financial Reporting


The Clerk presented members with the revised budget for 2008/9 and also ‘spends’ up to September 2008.

113.
Requests for Financial Assistance


a) The Children with Leukaemia charity made a general request for a donation. Resolved that no 
donation be made at this time.
b) Grappenhall Toddlers Group made a request for a donation towards craft materials, story time resources and educational play items. Resolved that a donation of £100 be made.

c) Beechfield Junior Football requested a donation towards the purchase of a storage shed. Resolved that 
a donation of £100 be made.


d) Warrington Disability Partnership requested a donation towards the purchase of a holiday home for 
disabled people and their friends/family. Resolved that, subject to the Clerk finding out whether any 
Grappenhall or Thelwall residents will benefit from the holiday home, a donation of £100 be made.

114.
Accounts for Payment

Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £13,064.93 be approved.

115.
Any Other Business


Trans Pennine Trail – A letter was received from a resident complaining about the state of the Pennine 
Trail close to the Bradshaw Lane access. This has been an ongoing issue, with many complaints over the 
past few years. Resolved that the Clerk write to Warrington Borough Council again to see if there is 
anything they can do to assist.
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