MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 2010
Present:
Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), A Bennett, D Hockenhull, Mrs M J Finnegan, R Fisher, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, B S Johnson, H M Kazi, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn, P Wenlock and 
C Worsley.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
131. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs L K Fernyhough, Ms W Johnson and Mrs J Woolvine.
132.
Disclosures of Interests

No disclosures were made.
133.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 21st October 2010 be approved as a 
true record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 11th November 2010 be received and 
adopted.
134.
Presentation by Ian Probert, WBC Youth Provision

Ian Probert provided feedback on the youth bus service at GYCA on Thursdays.  
135.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council

The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Agenda for Public Rights of Way forum on 2nd February 2011.

b)  Have Your Say On Transport: Notice of dates of Public Exhibitions. This is in support of WBC 

                 developing its next Local Transport Plan, setting out transport policies and funding plans.
136.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:

a)  Notice of AGM for Warrington Association for Special Children, 16th November 2010.

b)  Warrington Partnership Notice: Third Sector Assembly ‘Closing the Gap’, 10th November 2010.


c)  GYCA Property Maintenance Survey.
137.
Information for Noting


The following information was noted:
a)  A new collection of Christmas tree lights for outside Thelwall Junior School had been ordered at a cost
of £670+VAT. This included 8 sets of new lights, 1 new transformer and the WBC installation costs. All
the Parish Council managed Christmas lights would be switched on by 1st December.
b)  Mrs Carolyn Hassall from Lymm had been appointed Community Outreach Officer for the HLF 
Glasshouses Regeneration Project and commenced employment of 23 hours per week on Monday 22nd 
November. This position would be for 6 months.

c)  The Clerk had received an email from a parent at St Wilfrid’s, who had been involved in the village road 
safety initiative. The resident reported that she, along with John Barnes from WBC, had been trying to 
progress the ‘no stopping’ zone, however it had been problematic due to the conservation and transport 
regulations issues. They were confident that they would be permitted to trial a ‘no stopping’ zone in the 
near future and would keep the Parish Council informed accordingly.

d)  All of the 10,000 bulbs purchased had been planted around the parish.

e)  The dead pigeons had finally been removed from the netting under the TPT bridge on Stockport Road. 
Thanks to Councillor Fisher for his persistence on this matter!

f)  The Clerk and Councillor Mrs E Fountain had attended the Parish Council Liaison meeting at the Town 
Hall on the evening of 4th November.

g)  The Assistant Clerk had attended the Cheshire Pension Fund meeting on 18th November.

h)  Seats had finally been replaced in the Shadewood Crescent and Stanton road bus stops after a long wait.

138.
Euclid Park Project


The Clerk reported that following the Government’s announcement that the Play Builder Schemes could 
now go ahead, progress on the Euclid Park Project was now underway. Jo Sayers from Mersey Forest would 
be managing the project, supported as necessary by the Clerk. A public consultation day took place on 
Sunday 14th November, from 11am to 2pm, which was well attended by both the public and Parish 
Councillors/Staff. The project completion date is early April 2011.
139.
Review of the Charging Policy for Parish Elections


The Clerk outlined the WBC options for re-charging Parish Councils for future elections. The options and 
feedback would be reviewed at the WBC Executive Meeting on 13th December. It was resolved that the  
Clerk would report to WBC that the Parish Council would prefer Option 1 which was for ‘WBC to
continue to absorb the cost of all parish elections, including parish polls and by-elections as a result of 
casual vacancies’. It was also resolved that the Clerk would ask if WBC could impose any charges or not.
140.
Grappenhall Library Review


The current Library Review of Warrington, which included Grappenhall Library, was discussed. The Parish 
Council were opposed to the closure of Grappenhall Library. It was resolved that the Clerk would ask 
Martin Gaw, who had been leading the review, why the Parish Council had not been informed or 
consulted on the review.
141.
Purchase of Laptop for the Gardener/Manager


Following consultation and discussion, it was resolved that a new laptop be purchased for Graham
Richardson (Gardener/Manager) to replace the old laptop he had been using. The Clerk estimated that the
cost would be approximately £500.
142.
Stockton Heath Festival


The Parish Council had received a request from the organisers of the Stockton Heath Festival to use the 
Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden for a play as part of the festival. It was resolved that this request would 
be granted and that the Friends of the Walled Garden would warden the evening, subject to a £1 per head 
charge.
143.
Request to carry out a Survey at the Walled Garden

The Clerk had received a request from a BA (Hons) student in Landscape Management at Myerscough 
College to carry out a comprehensive survey/study of the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden. It was 
resolved that the Parish Council were happy for the survey/study to take place, subject to it fitting in with
the Friends activities and events. The Clerk would refer the student to Councillor Mrs E Fountain, the 
current Friends Events Organiser.
144
Financial Reporting

The Clerk provided an overview of ‘spends to date’. No issues reported.
145.
Accounts for Payment

Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £12,002.34 be approved.
146.
Exclusion of Press and Public


Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the business to follow, because of the need to 
prevent the disclosure of financial and contractual information.
147.
GYCA

Hugh McManus, the GYCA Treasurer, provided an update on current issues and developments which 
were all positive. The target date for the new charity/company structure would be 31st March 2011. It was 
also discussed and thereafter resolved that the Clerk would work an extra 5 hours per week on the GYCA 

grant applications from January 2011 for a temporary period.
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