
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 19TH MAY 2011
Present:
Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), A Bennett, D Hockenhull, R Fisher, Mrs L K Fernyhough, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, H M Kazi, B S Johnson, Ms W Johnson, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn, 

P Wenlock, J Woolvine and C Worsley.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
1. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs Mavis Finnegan.
2.
Disclosures of Interests

Councillor R Fisher declared an interest in item 19 (b) and did not comment or vote.

3.
Election of Chairman


Resolved that Councillor Mrs L K Fernyhough be elected Chairman of the Council for the year 2011/12. 
Councillor Fernyhough then made her statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office, and assumed the 
chair.

4.
Election of Vice-Chairman


Resolved that Councillor C Worsley be elected Vice Chairman of the Council for the year 2011/12.

5.
Appointment of Committees and Working Groups


Resolved that appointments to Committees, Working Groups and outside bodies be made in 
accordance with the agreed schedule attached to these minutes.

6.
Dates of Meetings


Resolved that the meetings of the Council and Committees be held on the dates set out in the 

schedule attached to these minutes.

7.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 19th April 2011 be approved as a true 
record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 10th May 2011 be received and adopted.
8.
Presentation by David Nicholson, Chairman of Grappenhall Cricket Club to outline the 


arrangements for the Cricket Event on 30th August 2011


David Nicholson provided a useful overview of the cricket event (England Cricket Legends v Grappers) 
planned for 30th August 2011, at which over 2000 visitors would be expected. David explained that they had 
been working in conjunction with the local Police and Shearings Coaches to minimize traffic difficulties on 
the day. 
9.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council

The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum, Agenda for meeting on 4th May 2011. 
10.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:

a)  Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine, May 2011.

b)  Warrington South Neighbourhood Policing Unit Newsletter, April 2011.
11.
Information for Noting


The following information was noted:
a)  The Look of the Borough initiative commenced on Monday 9th May 2011 and Kevin McCready from 
WBC had been given a list of over 180 parish jobs mainly resulting from feedback from residents. Work 
had commenced at Morris Brook Park. It was resolved that the Clerk would pass positive feedback and 
thanks to Kevin McCready, for work carried out to date.
b)  The Clerk and Councillor Mrs Fountain had attended the WBC Parish Council Conference on 26th 
April 2011.

c)  New litter bins had been installed at Narrow Lane in Grappenhall.

12.
Communications from the Chair

The Chair outlined the plans for signs to be installed on the Bridgewater Canal side, directing visitors to 
Grappenhall Village. It was resolved that the Parish Council would pay for the signs, at a cost of £395.

13.
Insurance


It was resolved that the Parish Council would renew the annual insurance policy with Community First 
Insurance (Zurich Policy). The Clerk reported that the Asset Register had been updated, and this would be 
sent to 
the insurers for a revised quotation to ensure that ALL items were covered. The policy would likely 
cost approx. £3,000.
14.
Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA)


The Clerk was pleased to report that she had passed her CiLCA qualification and was now a Qualified 
Clerk. It was resolved that, in line with NALC recommendations, the Clerk would receive a pay rise of one 
increment on the NJC salary scale, to point 37. It was also resolved that in recognition of her hard work, 
dedication and commitment, the Assistant Clerk would also receive a pay rise to maintain the level of 
65% of the Clerks salary.
15.
Collapsed Wall at the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden


The Clerk reported that a Structural Engineers report on the collapsed wall at the Walled Garden had been
prepared by Steve Hunt Partnership. The report observed that the lack of wall foundation, close proximity to 
mature pine trees, existing acute lean and weakening, plus the probability that youths have used the wall to 
gain unauthorised access to the gardens had all contributed to the collapse of the wall. The report 
recommended that a further 15 metres of wall either side of the collapse would require demolition and 
rebuilding with a substantial foundation and buttresses. It was resolved that the Clerk would obtain 3 
quotes for the work and would present the quotes to Councillors, via email, for an urgent resolution to 
enable works to start asap.
16.
Play Area Safety Inspection Report


The Clerk reported that the Play Area Safety Inspection Report had been received and no high risk items 
had been identified. The report, however, did identify some medium priority items (which were nearly 
scored as high), and the Assistant Clerk had arranged for these items to be immediately repaired. The 
Clerk had emailed the report to the Play Equipment Working Group and it was resolved that a meeting 
would be set up in June/July.
17.
2010/11 Accounts


Resolved that the 2010/11 accounts be approved and confirm that there is a sound system of internal

control in place, including the preparation of the accounting statements (annual governance statement).

18.
Auditors Report 2010/11


The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor, John Henry from JDH Business Services Ltd, concluded that 
‘on the basis of the internal audit work carried out, in our view, the council’s system of internal control is in 
place, adequate for the purpose intended and effective, subject to the recommendations reported in the 
action plan’.


The Auditor highlighted 4 actions/issues, as follows:


1.  Include SLA’s/partnerships within the Risk Assessment.

2.  Audit work identified £3500 creditor not recorded in the accounts for 2010/11 for Euclid Park 



     (included in 2011/12 accounts).

3.  Adjustment in respect of PWLB loans.

4.  A review of the PCSO SLA signed by a group of Parish Councils, identified that PCSO sickness is not 
     
     adequately covered, with potentially no recourse to a refund.


The Clerk was able to provide evidence and rectify all of the above to enable the Auditor to sign off the 
Annual Return and allow completion of the Internal Audit.

19.
Requests for Financial Assistance

Two requests for financial assistance had been received, as follows:

a)  A request from Families United (F.UN) for a donation towards the F.UN Kidz on the Move 2011 Project. It was resolved that a grant would not be awarded, as the request did not fit in with the Parish Council Grant Criteria.


b)  A request from Thelwall Parish Hall Action Group for financial assistance of £266.10, for the supply and installation of directional signage (x 2) for the Parish Hall. It was resolved that this request be granted.

20.
Financial Reporting

The Clerk reported on ‘spends to date’ and no issues were reported.
21.
Accounts for Payment

Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £15,334.59 be approved.
22.
GYCA


Councillor P Wenlock reported on recent progress at GYCA, including the joint venture event with the 
Scouts which raised £1800 for the Scouts, grant successes which have enabled the purchase of trestle 
tables and a new cooker, and the success of the Awards for All Grant of £9000. Councillor Wenlock also 
reported that they had been looking into the feasibility of installing a control system on the heating which 
would enable zoning.

Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish Council – Appointments 2011/12

	
	Appointments  11/12

	Chairman of the Council
	
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	Vice-Chairman of the Council
	
C Worsley

	
	

	Planning Committee
	1
D Hockenhull (Chairman) 

	
	2
R Fisher

	
	3
C G Taylor

	
	4
Mrs J Woolvine

	
	5
I Fountain  

	
	6
H M Kazi

	
	7
P Wenlock

	
	

	
	


	
	

	Resources Committee
	1
Mrs L K Fernyhough  (Chairman of  the Council)

	
	2
 C G Taylor  (Chairman) 

	
	3
C Worsley

	
	4
Mrs E Welborn

	
	


	
	

	Recess Committee
	1
Mrs L K Fernyhough  (Chairman of  the Council)

	(Chairman, V-Ch, Ch of Planning
	2   
C Worsley

	 and Ch of Grappenhall Heys 
	3   
D Hockenhull 

	Estate Committee)
	4   
C G Taylor

	
	

	Grappenhall Heys Estate
	1   
C G Taylor (Chairman) 

	Committee
	2   
M J Biggin

	
	3   
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	4   
B S Johnson

	
	5   
I Fountain

	
	6   
Mrs E Fountain

	
	7  
D Hockenhull

	
	8 
B S Johnson (Chairman of Friends Cttee. Co-opted)

	Working Groups 
	

	Play equipment Working Group
	1
Miss W Johnson

	
	2
M J Biggin

	
	3
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	4
Mrs J Woolvine

	
	5
Mrs E Welborn

	
	

	
	

	Outside Bodies
	

	Thelwall Youth & Comm Assoc
	


	
	

	Grappenhall YCA
	
Mrs E Welborn

	
	
P Wenlock

	
	

	CPRE
	
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	

	Quays Management Cttee
	
R Fisher

	
	
Mrs J Woolvine

	
	

	Thelwall Parish Hall Mgt Cttee
	
R Fisher

	
	

	Rights of Way Forum
	
C G Taylor

	
	

	Warrington Police Forum
	
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	

	South Warrington Parishes 
	
I Fountain                    

	
	
Mrs E Fountain                    

	
	

	Police C S O ‘s  Group
	
Mrs L K Fernyhough 

	
	
C G Taylor

	
	
Mrs E Welborn


Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish Council

Programme of Meetings 2011-12

	09
June                             2011
	Planning Committee

	16
June
	Council 

	14
July
	Planning Committee

	21
July
	Council

	18
August
	Recess Committee

	08
September 
	Planning Committee

	15
September
	Council

	13
October
	Planning Committee

	20
October
	Council

	10
November
	Planning Committee

	17
November 
	Council

	08
December                     
	Planning Committee

	15
December
	Council

	12
January                         2012
	Planning Committee

	19
January
	Council

	09
February
	Planning Committee

	23
February
	Council

	08
March
	Planning Committee

	15
March
	Council

	06         April 
	Good Friday

	09         April 
	Easter Monday

	12        April
	Planning Committee

	19
April
	Council

	10
May
	Planning Committee

	17
May
	Annual Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting


N.B. Meetings of Resources, Play Equipment and Grappenhall Heys Estates Committees to be arranged.
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