MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 19th JUNE 2008 

 Present:         Councillors B S Johnson (Chairman), M J Biggin, R Fisher, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, 

Ms W Johnson, C B White and Mrs J Woolvine.
In Attendance:  Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.    
The meeting began with a 1 minute silence in memory of Councillor John Sutton who sadly passed away on Friday 6th June 2008                  

44.  
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs L K Fernyhough, Mrs M J Finnegan,          H M Kazi, J Schofield, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn and C Worsley.
45.  
Disclosures of Interests


No disclosures were made.

46.
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 15th May 2008 be approved as a true record, and that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 12th June 2008 be received and adopted.

47.
Woodland Trust – Tree Felling at Grappenhall Heys


Tim Kirwin from the Woodland Trust, along with two of his colleagues attended and outlined the proposed tree felling exercise to be carried out on Tresham Drive, Grappenhall Heys, during September 2008. The felling exercise would be carried out on the grounds of safety, due to a number of Pines being dangerous/infected and posing a threat to neighbouring properties/residents. A total of 65 trees would be removed. The Woodland Trust intended to send letters to 14 households outlining the works. The Woodland Trust would welcome ideas from Councillors on disposing of the trees.
48.
Warrington South Neighbourhood Policing Unit – Inspector Sarah Edgar


Inspector Sarah Edgar attended the meeting and provided a useful update of recent criminal activities within Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish. There had been 39 incidents in the past 5 weeks – the main incident being a drugs raid in Ollerton Close in Grappenhall. On the whole, crime levels had been decreasing.
49.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council


The following correspondence was noted:-


a)  Borough Council Elections – Result of Uncontested Election for Grappenhall & Thelwall Parish  

                 Council;


b)  Parish Council Representatives – Standards Committee – invitation for applications Parish 

                 Councillors plus details of Parish Liaison training session;


c)  removal of 11 Payphones in Warrington – details of consultation process – Weaste Lane, Thelwall. 

                 Resolved that the Clerk inform all nearby residents via a letter;


d)  e-mail from Joanne Petty from the Environment & Regeneration Department – with regard to the 

                 Parish Council publicising the new 240L blue bins. Resolved that the Clerk arrange for an article to   

                 be written in Grapevine and that the information go on the Parish Council website;


e)  notes from the Third Sector Review Conference on 7th April 2008; and


f)   letters received from Cheshire Community Action:-


- An invitation for Councillors to attend a debate/discussion on Rural Isolation, Transport and 



  Access to Service on 29th July 2008; and
- ‘Unlocking the Talent of our Communities’ – a pre White Paper Consultation.

50.
Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish Warden


Noted that the next review meeting with Dennis Hughes was scheduled for 24th June 2008.

51.
Fundraising in Memory of Councillor Lafferty


Noted that Councillor Worsley had raised £340 for the Warrington Disability Partnership in memory 


of Councillor Lafferty. Many thanks to all those who contributed.
52.
Summer Play Scheme

Details and costs of the summer 2008 play scheme to be held at Thelwall Parish Hall for three weeks 


were noted. The whole scheme would be subsidised by the Parish Council as Warrington Borough 
Council could no longer subsidise these schemes. The total cost to the Parish Council would be £2550, 
against 
a budget of £650. However, it was resolved that admission charges would increase from 50p 
to £1 per session, which would decrease the Parish Councils expenditure to £2050. Also resolved that 
assistance with funding be requested by the Clerk from Thelwall Youth and Community Association.
53.
Bridge Repairs at GYCA


As Warrington Borough Council were not able to pay for the bridge repairs at GYCA, it was resolved 
that the Clerk would obtain quotes for the Parish Council to pay for the works to be done.

54.
Thelwall Youth and Community Association (TYCA)


With regard to the Parish Council taking on board the fund from TYCA of approximately £22,000, it 
was resolved that the Clerk would use Councillor Taylor’s draft letter to write to TYCA. The letter 
would confirm that the funds could be taken on board, but not in the form of a trust fund. The monies 
could be held in a separate account and used as the Parish Council deemed appropriate (but observing 
in good faith the conditions that TYCA put on the use of the money).

55.
New Councillor Training


Details of the training course were noted, and resolved that the Clerk would book Councillors Ian 
Fountain, Judith Woolvine and Chris Worsley on the 4th October 2008 course.
56.
School Parking in Grappenhall Village


The ongoing problem of parking (particularly for parents of children at St Wilfrid's School) was 
discussed. Various options were raised, and it was resolved that the Clerk, Chairman and a PCSO 
would meet with the Head at Grappenhall Hall School to discuss parking options. 
57.
Clerk/Assistant Clerk’s Hours


It was reported that the Clerk and Assistant Clerk were both working in excess of their contracted 16 
hours per week due to increased responsibilities and workload. It was resolved that as of 1st July 
2008, the Clerk’s hours be increased to 25 per week and the Assistant Clerk’s hours be increased to 20  
per week (subject to a review in January 2009).

58.
Standardisation of Annual Leave Entitlement


It was resolved that the Assistant Clerk and Gardener/Manager’s annual leave entitlement be increased 
to 5 weeks per year, to bring it in line with both the Clerk’s entitlement and Warrington Borough 
Council’s entitlement.
59.
Chairman’s Allowance and Councillor Allowances


It was reported that the Chairman’s allowance could be significantly increased and that Councillors, 
under new legislation, could receive an annual allowance should they wish to do so. However, it was 
resolved that the Chairman’s allowance should remain at £350 and that Councillors would not each 
receive an annual allowance.

60.
Additional Issues/Information for Noting


The Clerk reported a number of issues for noting: – new signage at the Council Office, an update on the 
bus shelter on Stockport Road, emergency repairs carried out at Barley Road Playing Field due to 
vandalism and highways issues that had been reported to Warrington Borough Council.

61.
Requests for Financial Assistance


The JH Cancer Foundation had made a request for funding towards the production of a leaflet. 
Resolved that a donation of £75 be made and that the Clerk obtain further information on this charity 
for Councillor Wendy Johnson.

62.
Broad Lane – Speed Limit of 60 mph


It was reported that a resident had written to the Parish Council to express concern with regard to the 
60 mph speed limit on Broad Lane. Councillors also expressed concern with regard to this matter and it 
was resolved that the Clerk would contact Warrington Borough Council to discuss a speed limit 
reduction.
63.
Accounts for Payment


Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £15,438.23 be approved.

64.
Correspondence

A letter of thanks was received from Thelwall and Grappenhall Model Railway Club for the Parish 
Council’s donation of £250.
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