MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 20th OCTOBER 2011
Present:
Councillors Mrs L K Fernyhough (Chairman), R Fisher, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, D Hockenhull, Ms W Johnson, B S Johnson, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn, P Wenlock and C Worsley.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
103. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs M J Finnegan, H M Kazi and Mrs J Woolvine.

104.
Disclosures of Interests

No disclosures were made.
105.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 15th September be approved as a true 
record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 10th October be received and adopted.
106.
Update on Recent Policing Activities by PCSO Alex Stacey and an Introduction to the New
Stockton Heath Neighbourhood Police Inspector, Sarah Heath

PCSO Alex Stacey reported the following:


a)  The experiment to keep the large set of gates open at Euclid Park had been successful and would
 
     continue.

b)  Problems at the Little Manor had diminished.


c)  Warrington Youth for Christ had agreed to take over the proposed Thelwall/Grappenhall Youth Project 
     and the likely venue would be the Quays Community Centre.


d)  There had been complaints from ALL schools with regard to parking and road safety, however there 
     had been particular concern with regard to Thelwall Junior School. It was resolved that the Clerk 
     would write to the Head at Thelwall Junior School to outline the Parish Council’s concerns, and request 
     that 
parents exercise caution.

e)  There had been an increase in scrap metal thefts.


f)  The Police ‘drop in’ would take place every 3rd Tuesday of the month at Greenfields Deli from 


     9.30am to 10.30am.
107.
Presentation by Jim Robinson and Norman Froggat regarding the Stoneleigh Community 
Orchard

The Parish Council resolved that support would be given to this community project as a future venture.
108.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Letter outlining the Charging Policy for Parish Council Elections. It was resolved that the Clerk would 
     write to Warrington Borough Council to convey the fact that the Parish Council strongly disagreed with 
     the proposal that Parish Councils would have to pay election charges.

b)  Polling Districts and Polling Places Review 2011: Draft Proposals.


c)  Letter outlining the extension to the consultation period on Polling District and Polling Places 

          
     Review 2011.


d)  Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum, Agenda for meeting on 11th January 2012 and minutes from 


     previous meeting.
109.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:
a)  Letter from All Saints Church inviting staff and Councillors to the Patronal Festival on Sunday 30th 

     October at 11am.
b)  Warrington Council for Voluntary Service, Notice of a meeting for the voluntary winding-up of the 

     organisation.

c)  Letter from Cheshire Landscape Trust regarding fund raising in light of local government cuts.

d)  Warrington Association for Special Children, Notice of AGM, 8th November 2011.

e)  Letter from a concerned resident regarding the construction of a bonfire at Thelwall British Legion, 

     Stockport Road. It was resolved that the Clerk would convey these concerns to PCSO Alex Stacey.

f)  Letter from Richard Bebbington regarding concerns over the delay in the scheduled resurfacing of 

     Chester Road, Grappenhall.

g)  Letter of thanks from Grappenhall Cricket Club for the Parish Council’s support and co-operation in

     relation to the recent Legends game.

h)  Society of Local Council Clerks Branch Newsletter, October 2011.

i)  The Code of Recommended Practice for Local Authorities on Data Transparency, September 2011.

j)  How to respond to planning applications: an 8 step guide by Campaign to Protect Rural England.

k)  Cheshire Playing Fields Association, Notice of AGM, 24th October 2011.

l)  Contact Magazine, Warrington CVS, August 2011.
110.
Information for Noting


The following information was noted:
a)  A resident had expressed concern over the height of the trees at Barley Road shops. It was resolved that 
     the growth of the trees would be monitored and that the Clerk would arrange to have the trees and

     railings realigned correctly.
b)  The Assistant Clerk had repeatedly reported the poor state of the adopted BT Telephone Box in 

     Thelwall, following various complaints. Cleaning would be carried out during November.

c)  The final land transfer documents for the land surrounding the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden had 
     been signed by the Clerk and Chairman, and completion would be imminent.

d)  The Clerk had been chasing Mike Webb from Peel Holdings with regard to tree works required
     along the Bridgewater Canal.

e)  The Clerk had been in contact with the owner of The Rectory on Church Lane, who had stated that 
     work on the refurbishment would imminently re-start. A&S Construction would be the new 
     Contractor.

f)  The repairs to the wall and the remedial works to the inscriptions on the Thelwall War Memorial have 

     now been completed.

g)  The Christmas Tree lights outside Thelwall School do not require any further works, as all works were 
     completed in November 2010.

111.
Communications from the Chair
a)  Bulb Planting: It was resolved that the Community Bulb Planting Day would take place on Saturday 12th 
     November at 10.00 a.m, following receipt of 5000 bulbs. Councillors had decided on 6 bulb planting
     locations within the parish.
b)  Councillor Fernyhough reported on the proposals for Barley Road Park, which would consist of a 
      natural play scheme (via Mersey Forest) and a new slide. The Clerk would seek possible funding to assist 
      with the project. The project costs would be approx. £15,000.

c)  Councillor Fernyhough had been offered a presentation by Great Sankey Parish Council on a Youth 
     Council Shadowing Project, and it was resolved that the Clerk would arrange for this presentation at a 
     future Parish Council meeting.
112.
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee


It was resolved that this matter be deferred until the November Parish Council meeting.
113.
Euclid Park


The Clerk had sought advice from WAP Lawton with regard to the continued damage to the fence 
protecting the fruit bushes/trees at Euclid Park caused by footballs. WAP Lawton had provided a quote 
for installing green powder coated weldmesh (of £241.83+VAT) to protect the fence/trees and it was 
resolved that this work would be carried out.
114.
Fence adjacent to 1 Glebe Avenue, Grappenhall


It was resolved that the Clerk would obtain 2 further quotations, to present at the November Parish 
Council meeting, to replace the fence at 1 Glebe Avenue.
115.
Winter Resilience/Grit Bins


WBC had provided each Parish Council with a revised Winter Resilience package, due to the low uptake of 
the original ‘self help’ agreement. It was resolved that the Parish Council would accept the offer of 5 
additional green grit bins, and that the Clerk would email Councillors for suggestions of suitable locations.
116. 
Planning Enforcement at Barondale Grange, Stockport Road, Thelwall


It was resolved that the Parish Council would write to Jayne Gilbert and John Groves to outline the Parish 
Council’s concerns over the lack of Planning Enforcement at Barondale Grange.
117.
Heritage Lottery Grant


The Clerk provided an update on the HLF application, which would be submitted by 8th December 2011. 
Following recent difficulties, and the delay caused by the HLF requesting a Heritage Impact Assessment, 
the Clerk was pleased to report that a clear way forward had been agreed with the HLF Monitor. The Chair 
asked that a ‘thanks’ to all those involved in this project be noted. A decision on whether the application
had been successful or not would be due in March/April 2012.
118.
Dropped Kerbs


The Parish Council had been offered the opportunity by WBC (via Stronger Together) to choose 1 or 2
New locations for dropped kerbs. It was resolved that Councillor Wenlock would carry out a local
assessment and report back to the Clerk.
119.
Requests for Financial Assistance


A request had been received from Warrington Town Junior Football Club towards a storage facility for 
football equipment at Chaigeley School. It was resolved that financial assistance would not be granted as
the Parish Council had concerns about the siting of a storage facility and associated issues with car parking.
120.
Grant Finding by the Clerk


The Clerk reported that she had put together two grant applications for the Friends of Grappenhall Library, 
as follows:


a) A £3000 application to Stronger Together for a library software system, computer and printer.



b) A £1000 application to Warrington Charities Trust for the first year’s insurance and an
    accounting package.


The Clerk had also put together a £10,000 Awards for All grant application for the Quays Community 
Centre for a replacement kitchen, fireproof curtains and fireproof blinds.

121.
Financial Reporting


The Clerk reported an up to date analysis of ‘spends to date’ and reported no issues.
122.
Accounts for Payment

It was resolved that accounts for payment totalling £19,906 be approved.
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