MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 20th NOVEMBER 2008
Present:
Councillors B S Johnson (Chairman), M J Biggin, Mrs L K Fernyhough, R Fisher, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, D Hockenhull, Ms W Johnson, H M Kazi and C G Taylor.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
158. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs M J Finnegan, D J Schofield, Mrs E Welborn, C B White, Mrs J Woolvine and C Worsley.
159.
Disclosures of Interests


No disclosures were made.

160.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 16th October be approved as a true 

record, and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 13th November be received and adopted.
161.   
Co-option to Vacancy on the Council

Resolved that following the death of Councillor J Sutton, Mr David Hockenhull be co-opted as Councillor for the Central Ward of the Parish. Mr Hockenhull was proposed, seconded and agreed by Councillors at the meeting and then made his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and undertook to abide by the Code of Conduct.
162.  
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council (WBC)

The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Letter from Sharon Walls, WBC Highways, regarding the proposed cutting back of bushes 



     on Thelwall New Road by Peel Holdings.
b)  Letter from WBC Play Development thanking the Parish Council for supporting the
summer play scheme and enquiring as to whether the Parish Council would support the summer play scheme in 2009. Resolved that the Parish Council would support the 2009 summer play scheme and the Clerk would communicate this to WBC.


c)  Questionnaire on Listed Buildings within the Parish. Resolved that Councillor Taylor 

      would complete the questionnaire on behalf of the Parish Council.



d)  The Wire Magazine, Autumn 2008.
163.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Letter from a resident regarding the sale of the land on Church Lane, Grappenhall.


b)  Letter of thanks from Warrington Disability Partnership for our donation of £100.


c)  Letter of thanks from Grappenhall Toddlers Group for our donation of £100.


d)  Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine, November 2008.





e)  Code of Conduct for local authority members and employees – Consultation.


f)  Cheshire Community Action AGM 2008.


g)  Cheshire Police Authority, newsletter.


h)  Cheshire Constabulary, newsletter.


i)  The Clerk Journal, November 2008.


j)  The Playing Field, newsletter.
164.
Other Information Noted

The following other information was noted:


a)  Erection of two brown tourist signs at the Walled Garden.


b)  Offer of free trees to local schools; Bradshaw Lane Primary School have ordered 30.


c)  4 dog fouling signs were ordered from WBC for Pelham/Dunmow Road areas.


d)  Counter Terrorism presentations would take place during December and January 2008. 



     Resolved that the Clerk would circulate the dates to all Councillors.


e)  Parish Council staff received a 2.45% annual pay award.
f)  Miscellaneous maintenance within the Parish would be carried out over the winter period
     by Countrywide Grounds Maintenance.


g)  The Clerk attended a Parish Council Liaison meeting on 6th November at the Town Hall.


h)  The abandoned red Astra on GYCA car park had now been removed.


i)  The purchaser of the land on Church Lane had still not been identified.
j)  The Assistant Clerk had attended a course by HM Revenue & Customs on paying
    employees.


k) WBC were looking into the installation of litter bins on Thelwall New Road.


l)  The stocks and railings at St Wilfrid’s were the responsibility of the Parish Council and 



    arrangements had been made to have them re-painted.
m)Grappenhall Bridges had been inspected by WBC and Peel Holdings who were looking 
     into the possibility of repainting the ironwork.
165.
Fire Safety Assessment

It was reported that two quotes had been received to carry out the works required to satisfy the Fire Authority, and agreed that the Parish Council would employ the cheaper of the two contractors. Further information on costs associated with the works required at GYCA would be reported next month. The Clerk reported also that a three month extension to the original deadline of 5th December had been requested.

166.
Bus Shelters & Security


It was resolved that Councillor Biggin would arrange a demonstration/presentation of ‘CCTV
cameras for bus shelters’ at a future Parish Council meeting.
167.
Christmas Lights


It was noted that the Chairman had given the go ahead to proceed with the testing and dressing of 
Christmas lights within the Parish, given restrictive time constraints, and resolved that in future years
the Clerk would put the issue of Christmas lights on the agenda in October.
168.
Caddicks Nursery – Offer of Three Carvings


It was resolved that the offer would be declined.

169.
Water Supply to Hanging Baskets on Barley Road


It was reported that the new owner of the craft shop on Barley Road had asked whether a small
donation could be made towards the cost of the water supply to all the hanging baskets on Barley Road as they were on a water meter. Resolved that an annual donation of £25 be made to the owner.
170.
Requests for Financial Assistance


Resolved that a donation of £325 be made to GYCA Senior Citizens Group.
171.
Accounts for Payment


Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £10,777.98 be approved.
172.
Financial Reporting

The Clerk provided a review of ‘spends to date’, compared against the budget for 2008/9, which was issued to all Councillors. The Council was on target with the budget and there were no issues to report.
173.
Any Other Business


a)  Replacement window for Parish Council downstairs storeroom. A quote for a UPVC replacement 
window was reported to Councillors, however it was resolved that the Clerk would obtain a further
quote for a wooden window prior to a decision being made.


b)  In line with the offer of free trees to local schools (via Cheshire Landscape Trust), the Clerk
reported that Grappenhall Pre School had also been offered free trees to provide hedging required as part of the GYCA Fire Safety Assessment.


c)  It was requested that the Clerk prepare small cards to all Councillors with contact number of the
local Police and PCSO’s
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