MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 20th MAY 2010
Present:
Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, B S Johnson, Ms W Johnson, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn and Mrs J Woolvine.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
1. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs L K Fernyhough, Mrs M J Finnegan, R Fisher, D Hockenhull, H M Kazi, P Wenlock and C Worsley.
2.
Disclosures of Interests

No disclosures were made.
3.
Election of Chairman


Resolved that Councillor M J Biggin be elected Chairman of the Council for the year 2010/11. Councillor 
Biggin then made his statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office, and assumed the chair.

4.
Election of Vice-Chairman


Resolved that Councillor Mrs L K Fernyhough be elected Vice Chairman of the Council for the year 
2010/11.

5.
Appointment of Committees and Working Groups


Resolved that appointments to Committees, Working Groups and outside bodies be made in accordance 
with the agreed schedule attached to these minutes.

6.
Dates of Meetings


Resolved that the meetings of the Council and Committees be held on the dates set out in the schedule 
attached to these minutes.

7.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 22nd April 2010 be approved as a true 
record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 13th May 2010 be received and 
adopted.
8.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council


The following correspondence was noted:


a)   Stronger Together Neighbourhoods in Warrington Update, May 2009.

b)  Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum, Notice of Meeting 23rd June 2010.

9.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  The Playing Field, Cheshire County Playing Fields Association Newsletter, Spring 2010.

b)  The Clerk, Journal of the Society of Local Council Clerks, May 2010.


c)  Warrington South Neighbourhood Policing Newsletter, April 2010.


d)  Warrington Partnership, invitation to the Third Sector Partnership Assembly 19th May 2010.


e)  Notice of Readiness for the BT Kiosk on Thelwall New Road/Bell Lane, Thelwall.


f)  Woodland Trust, invitation to organise a local community event in Grappenhall Wood during August 
    2010 to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the millennium woodland creation initiative. Resolved that the 


    Parish Council would organise a suitable event.


g)  Grappenhall Care of the Elderly, letter to inform the Parish Council that they are closing the club due


     to low numbers and thanking us for financial support.


h)  Letter from Mrs Chischniak regarding GYCA.


i)  The Rotary Club of Lymm, request for nominations for the ‘Rotary Club of Lymm Vocational Award 
     2010’ in recognition of outstanding service by an individual to the community of Lymm, either on 
     his/her own or as a member of a deserving group.
10.
Information for Noting


The following information was noted:


a)  A second Bridgewater High School pupil would be doing a work placement at the Walled Garden,
     during the week commencing 17th May 2010 for 2 weeks.

b)  A Grappenhall Heys Estate Committee meeting took place on 29th April 2010.


c)  The permanent gazebo/gazova structure had been ordered for the Walled Garden and delivery was

     expected prior to 11th June 2010. Resolved that the Clerk would take a photograph upon completion
     and sent it to Gareth Dunning at the Warrington Guardian.


d)  A further Heritage Lottery Fund meeting will take place on 10th June 2010 with the HLF Advisor and
     the Sub Group.

11.
Communications from the Chairman

a)  Councillor Biggin reported that a meeting had been set up for 8th June regarding the Euclid Park Play
Builder Grant, with representatives from Warrington Borough Council and the Mersey Forest Trust. It was 
resolved that Councillor Biggin would report back to the Play Equipment Working Group on matters 
arising from this meeting.

b)  Councillor Biggin also reported that signs would be erected at Barley Road Playing Field to seek the 

opinion of residents on how they would like to see the park developed.

12.
Insurance


Resolved that the Parish Council’s Insurance Policy with ‘Community First, Zurich Municipal’ would be

renewed at a cost of £2187.61 plus additional premiums for the Walled Garden play scheme and update of policy in line with the asset register.

13.
Membership of the Cheshire Association of Local Council Clerks (CHALC)

After some consideration, it was resolved that the Parish Council would not join CHALC.
14.
2009/10 Accounts

Resolved that the 2009/10 accounts be approved and confirmed that there is a sound system of internal
control in place, including the preparation of the accounting statements (annual governance statement).

15.
Auditors Report 2009/10


The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor, John Henry from JDH Business Services Ltd, concluded that 
‘on the basis of the internal audit work carried out, in our view, the council’s system of internal control is in 
place, adequate for the purpose intended and effective, subject to the recommendations reported in the 
action plan’.


The Auditor recommended 8 actions, as follows:


1.  Evidence in the form of a receipt would be required for the £20,000 Quays grant.

2.  Evidence would be required that the Parish Council went out to tender for the Grounds Maintenance 

                 Contract.


3.  A further bank statement would be required.


4.  An analysis of petty cash payments would be required to support the petty cash reconciliation.


5.  The Risk Assessment needs to be revised to incorporate the risks associated with SLA’s and 

                 partnerships.


6.  Amendment required to the Annual Return for the loan interest (Public Works Loan).


7.  BACS payments would require 2 signatories; a change in procedure required.


8.  Debit Card payments would require 2 signatories; a change in procedure required.


The Clerk was able to provide evidence/rectify all of the above to enable the Auditor to sign off the Annual 
Return and allow completion of the Internal Audit.

16.
Requests for Financial Assistance


A request had been received for financial assistance towards the Thelwall Rose Queen Senior Citizens Social 
Evening. It was resolved that a donation of £200 be made.

17.
Accounts for Payment


Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £15,843.08 be approved.
18.
Exclusion of Press and Public
Resolved that public and press be excluded from the next agenda item on the grounds that the matter to 
be considered contained information which was legally and contractually sensitive.

19.
GYCA

Members were briefed on the current situation.
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