MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 21st JANUARY 2010
Present:
Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), A Bennett, , Mrs M J Finnegan, R Fisher, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, D Hockenhull, B S Johnson, Ms W Johnson, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn and P Wenlock.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
175. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors H M Kazi, Mrs L K Fernyhough, Mrs J Woolvine and C Worsley.
176.
Disclosures of Interests

Councillor Ms W Johnson declared an interest in item 178 (as an equestrian), and took no part in its discussion.  
177.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 17th December 2009 be approved as a 
true record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 14th January 2010 be received and 
adopted.
178.
Discussion led by John Thorp, Public Rights of Way Officer, Warrington Borough Council

John Thorp outlined the proposed public path creation agreement and creation order in relation to Gig 
Lane/Elizabeth Park in Thelwall (upgrade to bridleway). Councillors re-iterated concerns about the 
proximity of the bridleway in relation to Elizabeth Park which is currently undergoing major renovation.

John Thorp agreed to keep the Parish Council informed of developments.
179.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council

The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Flood Risk Management in Warrington: Environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee 17/11/09.

b)  Consultation Paper: The Council’s spending plans for 2010/11 to 2012/12: Focusing on our priorities.


c)  Notification that the draft updated Statement of Community Involvement is available directly from:


     http://www.warrington-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/sci/.

180.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Letter of thanks for GYCA Senior Citizens Group for the Parish Council donation of £325.

b)  Letter of thanks from North West Air Ambulance for the Parish Council donation of £400.


c)  Invitation to CVS Voluntary Section Network Lunchtime Meeting 13th January 2010.


d)  The Clerk Journal, January 2010.


e)  Cheshire Police Authority – details of ‘Have your say’ meetings.


f)  Cheshire Constabulary: Warrington South Neighbourhood Policing Team Newsletter, December 2009.


g)  Society of Local Council Clerks – details of 2010 Practitioners’ Conference


h)  Hope House Children’s Hospices Newsletter, Summer 2009.


i)  Emails from resident Mr G Bebbington regarding hazardous conditions within the parish and refuse

    collections (see attached). For consideration.

181.
Information for Noting

The following correspondence was noted:
a)  Notification had been received from the Audit Commission to confirm the completion of the 2008/09 
external audit. 
b)  A meeting had been set up with Dave Cotterill on 20th January 2010 to discuss moving forward with the 
plans for Morris Brook Park.
c)  The Clerk and Councillor Mrs E Fountain would be attending the Parish Council Liaison Meeting at the 
Town Hall on the evening of 13th January 2010.

d)  The Clerk and Assistant Clerk would be attending the SLCC course on 27th January 2010 on ‘The Power 
of Well Being’.

182.
Communications from the Chairman

Councillor M J Biggin explained that Parish Councils would now be able to comment on licensing 
applications and requested that any Councillor who may be interested should contact him directly.

183.
Brief by Stuart Woodcock on the GYCA 5 Year Plan


Stuart Woodcock provided an outline of the GYCA 5 Year Plan.
184.
Risk Assessments

The revised Parish Council Risk Assessments were presented to members and it was resolved that the 
risk assessments be adopted, subject to making the minor amendments as suggested by Councillors Mrs L 
Fernyhough, I Fountain and D Hockenhull. It was also resolved that the Clerk would obtain 2 comparative 
quotes for an asbestos survey of all the GYCA buildings, including the Parish Council Office, to 

present to the next Parish Council meeting.

185.
Parish Council Representation on GYCA
To be deferred to a future Parish Council meeting.
186.
Regeneration/Improvement Work to the Cobbles in Church Lane, Grappenhall Village

It was noted that the enquiries made by Stuart Swift from Warrington Borough Council to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, with regard to funding improvement work on the cobbles in Grappenhall Village had 
proven 
unproductive. The reason given was that the work did not fit in with their funding criteria.
187.
Publicity

Possibilities of increasing publicity from the Parish Council were discussed and various options were put 
forward. It was noted that the recent Heritage Lottery Bid success would be reported in the Warrington

Guardian on 28th January 2010.

188.
St Wilfrids’s School Car Parking at Grappenhall Cricket Club

It was resolved that this be put on the agenda for February 2010 due to current uncertainty. 

189.
Hanging Baskets/Parish Council Garden Maintenance
The possibility of changing the supplier/contractor for the Parish Council hanging baskets and garden 
maintenance was discussed, however it was resolved that the services of the current contractor, 

Springbrook Nurseries, be retained. It was also resolved that the Clerk would investigate the cessation of
installing hanging baskets on Lymm Road, Thelwall.
190.
Requests for Financial Assistance

a)  Walton Lea Project made a general request for financial assistance, however it was resolved that  
assistance would not be granted, as the application did not fit in with the Parish Council’s funding criteria.
191.
Budget for 2010/11 and Precept
The Clerk presented the proposals for the 2010/11 budget and precept, (as reviewed by the Finance Committee), and it was resolved that the proposals be accepted. The 2010/11 budget would be £133,735, which represented a 4% increase from the previous financial year.
192.
Financial Reporting

The Clerk provided an up to date analysis of ‘spends’ to date.
193.
Accounts for Payment

Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £16,644.45 be approved.
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