MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 21st APRIL 2011
Present:
Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), D Hockenhull, Mrs L K Fernyhough, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, Ms W Johnson, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn, P Wenlock and C Worsley.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
236. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs M J Finnegan, R Fisher, B S Johnson, H M Kazi and Mrs J Woolvine.
237.
Disclosures of Interests

Councillor P Wenlock declared an interest in item 250 (as a paid Sub Contractor for the Walled Garden Fruit Cages) and did not comment or vote.
238.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 17th March 2011 be approved as a 
true 
record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 14th April 2011 be received and adopted.
239.
Update from PCSO Alex Stacey
PCSO Alex Stacey provided a useful update on current policing issues within the parish, and Councillors 
congratulated Alex on the Warrington South Neighbourhood Policing Unit being named the Best 
Performing Unit in Cheshire.
240.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council

The following correspondence was noted:


a)  A summary of the effects of the Localism Bill on the Standards Regime.

b)  Notification that the WBC Local Economic Assessment is available online at:


http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/ldf_latest_news/.

c)  Parish Remuneration Panel recommendation not to increase allowances paid to Parish Councillors in 


     2011/12 (note that the maximum basic allowance payable to a Parish Chairman is £1000).

d)  Details regarding the services to commemorate the Anniversary of Anzac Day on 10th April 2011.


e)  WBC Warrington Third Sector Network Lunch, 6th April 2011.


f)  Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum, draft agenda for meeting on 4th May 2011.

241.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:

a)  Letter of thanks from North West Air Ambulance for the Parish Council donation of £400.

b)  Letter from Cheshire Community Action asking whether the Parish Council would renew the 
     
     subscription for 2011/12 at a cost of £100. It was resolved that the subscription would not be renewed.


c)  Cheshire Landscape Trust, The Acorn, Spring 2011, Newsletter for Cheshire Parish Tree Wardens.


d)  Education Business Plus, confirmation of 2 pre 16 Work Placements (Walled Garden) in May 2011.


e)  A letter from the residents of Chester Road/Euclid Avenue passing on thanks and appreciation to 

    
     Dennis Hughes, Parish Warden, for doing a great job.

242.
Information for Noting


The following information was noted:
a)  Cheshire Pension fund had increased the employer contributions from 17.3% to 17.8% from 1st April 
     2011. The fund’s Actuary had carried out an actuarial valuation of the fund as at 31st March 2010. The 
     report would be available from the Clerk.
b)  The Clerk and Assistant Clerk had attended the SLCC Cheshire & Lancashire Branch Conference on 
     12th April. The conference had included speakers on the ‘Big Society’ and the proposed Localism Bill  
     which was in the early stages of parliamentary process and which would significantly increase the powers 
     and workload of Parish Councils.

c)  The Clerk, Outreach Officer and Councillor Mrs E Fountain took part in an exhibition at Warrington 

     Museum, on Saturday 2nd April, called ‘Unlock Warrington’s Past’. The team put together displays on the 

     history of the Walled Garden as well as the plans for the HLF funded project. The day was a huge 

     success!
d)  HLF meetings were continuing on a fortnightly basis.

e)  The Clerk had completed all the ‘end of year’ accounts and supporting information/files, which would 

     be collected by the Internal Auditor on Thursday 21st April 2011.

f)  Legal issues – the Clerk had been continuing to liaise with John Hodd at Forshaw’s Davies Ridgeway on 

     the completion of the freehold transfer of the Walled Garden, and John Ashby at Fiona Bruce Solicitors
     on the lease between the Parish Council and GYCA.

243.
Parking/Bollards

A discussion took place on the parking issues at GYCA and general use of bollards within the parish. It was 
resolved that the Clerk would ask Alex Stacey to monitor parking around GYCA and also resolved that 

the Parish Council would purchase 25 bollards (at a cost of approx. £12.50 each) for use within the parish. 

It was agreed that 10 bollards would be erected on the corner of Barnswood Close/Bellhouse Lane and 10
bollards on the corner of Bellhouse Lane and Glebe Avenue, leaving 5 spare for future use.
244.
Euclid Park Project


The Clerk presented an update on the (nearly completed) Euclid Park Project. The birds nest swing had 
been installed in early April and the wild flower planting was also nearing completion. The only outstanding 
elements were the purchase of new football posts and pitch levelling. Jo Sayers, from Mersey Forest, had 
carried out the necessary risk assessments which would be available from the Clerk, if required. The Park 
Warden had reported a noticeable increase in usage of the park and consequently an increase in litter. It was
resolved that the Clerk would purchase a further litter bin.
245.
Community Outreach Officer

The post of Community Outreach Officer for the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden had been funded by 
the Heritage Lottery, as part of the Development Grant, for 6 months from 22nd November 2010 to 22nd 
May 2011. In order to ensure continuity and also as recognition for the excellent progress made by Carolyn  
Hassall, it was resolved that this post be extended and funded by the Parish Council (Walled Garden
Endowment Fund) until 22nd January 2012, at 18 hours per week (reduced from 23 hours per week). The
cost to the Parish Council for this 8 month extension would be £7770. 
246.
Summer Play Scheme at the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden

It was resolved that the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden Play Scheme could run again in August 2011, 

managed by Carolyn Hassall, but subject to there being enough volunteers available and any additional
required funding being in place. 
247.
Communications from the Chairman


The Chairman reported on the Chairman’s end of year function, and gave feedback on Grappenhall Library.
248.
Requests for Financial Assistance


A request had been received from Tudor Pole for funding towards the 2011 Stockton Heath Festival. It was 
resolved that the Parish Council could not offer financial assistance, but gave permission for the festival to 
hold an event at the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden.
A request for funding was also received from Warrington Association for Special Children towards play and leisure facilities for children with severe and profound learning difficulties. It was resolved that a donation of £100 be granted.
249.
Financial Reporting

The Clerk provided an update on ‘spends to date’. No issues reported.
250.
Accounts for Payment

Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £16,964.72 be approved.
251.
Exclusion of Press and Public

Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the business to follow, because of the need to 
prevent the disclosure of financial and contractual information.
252.
GYCA

Councillor P Wenlock provided an update on current GYCA issues, and the Clerk provided an update on 
grant finding. The Clerk reported that she had been successful in securing £11,305 since January 2011.
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