
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 21st MAY 2009
Present:

Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, D Hockenhull, 
B S Johnson, Ms W Johnson, H M Kazi, Mrs J Woolvine and C Worsley.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
1. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs L K Fernyhough, Mrs M J Finnegan, R Fisher, C G Taylor and Mrs E Welborn.
2.
Disclosures of Interests


No disclosures were made.  
3.
Election of Chairman
Resolved that Councillor M J Biggin be elected Chairman of the Council for the year 2009/10. Councillor Biggin then made his statutory declaration of acceptance of office, and assumed the chair. He thanked members for electing him and paid tribute to the enormous amount of work carried out at both the Parish Council and The Quays Community Centre, by Councillor B S Johnson as outgoing Chairman. 

4.
Election of Vice-Chairman

Resolved that Councillor Mrs L K Fernyhough be elected Vice Chairman of the Council for the year 2009/10.

5.
Appointment of Committees and Working Groups

Resolved that appointments to Committees, Working Groups and outside bodies be made in accordance with the agreed schedule attached to these minutes.
6.
Dates of Meetings

Resolved that the meetings of the Council and Committees be held on the dates set out in the schedule attached to these minutes.

7.
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 23rd April 2009 be approved as a true record, and that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 14th May 2009 be received and adopted.

8.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council

The following correspondence was noted:
a)  Review of Primary Provision at Broomfield’s Community Junior School – reduction in
     admission numbers from 120 to 90 pupils.
b)  Review of Primary Provision at Cobbs Infant School – reduction in admission numbers from
     120 to 90 pupils.

c)  List of Committee dates from Development Control.

d)  Warrington Local Transport Plan 2006-2011: Progress Report Summary 2008.

e)  Letter from Building Control confirming the Section 77 issued on Sharkey’s Shop.

9.
Correspondence Miscellaneous

The following correspondence was noted:

a)  Letter of thanks from Grappenhall Care of the Elderly for the Parish Council donation of £133.
b)  Letter of thanks from Warrington Association for Special Children for the Parish Council 
     donation of £200.


c)  Information from the Equality and Human Rights Commission regarding the Equality Bill.

d)  Warrington Partnership – invitation to the Third Sector Partnership Assembly on 15th May
     2009.


e)  NHS Trust brochure on the 5 Boroughs Partnership: Shape Our Future: Tell us your views.


f)  Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine, May 2009.


g)  The Clerk: Journal of the SLCC, May 2009.


h)  The Playing Field: Cheshire County Playing Fields Association Newsletter, Spring 2009.


i)   Request for letter of support from Skipton to East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership.


j)   Cheshire Police Authority: Have your say meeting notifications.


k)  Warrington Third Sector Network Lunch: Family Information Service.

10.
Other Information for Noting

a)  Councillor Johnson’s Chairman’s Sunday would take place on Sunday 17th May 2009 at the 
     Walled Garden.
b)  A list of parish jobs had been handed over to the Probation Service and a start date during June
     was expected.

c)  The septic tank and drains had been causing problems at the Walled Garden and the septic tank 
     had been emptied on 14th May 2009. It is likely that further work would need to be carried out 
     on the drains in due course.

d)  Quotes were being sought for some simple upgrades to the kitchen at the Walled Garden to
     improve the serving facilities for refreshments at events.

11.
Insurance

The Clerk reported that the Councils current insurance policy with Allianz needed fully reviewing and bringing in line with the recently updated Asset Register. The Clerk was keen to obtain comparative quotes and requested that the most appropriate insurance policy was purchased. Resolved that the Clerk would obtain the most appropriate up to date policy.

12.
Play Area Safety Report

The annual safety report had been received from RoSPA. There was only one matter which was classed as medium-high risk and none of the remaining matters required immediate attention. Resolved that the report, together with comments from the Council’s maintenance contractors, be referred to the Play Equipment Working Group for consideration.
13.
Bus Shelter Security
Resolved that the Parish Council would purchase a bus shelter security package from Vetatech Ltd, which would initially be installed at the Buntingford Road Bus Shelter.
14.
2008/09 Accounts

The Clerk presented the 2008/09 accounts to members. Resolved that the 2008/09 accounts be approved.

15.
Auditor’s Report

The Clerk was pleased to report that the Internal Auditor had endorsed the 2008/09 accounts and in their view the ‘council’s system of internal controls is in place, adequate for the purpose intended and effective – 
subject to the recommendations report in the action plan’. Resolved that the recommendations in the report would be taken on board by the Clerk.

16.
Web Link to the Parish Council Website from Other Organisations

A request had been received by the Clerk to ‘enable’ a link to an environmental organisation (greenusesforwaste.co.uk) from the Parish Council’s website. Resolved that the Clerk would send all Councillors the link to evaluate.
17.
Parish Bulb Planting

The Parish Warden had suggested to the Clerk that the Parish Council could embark on a bulb planting exercise to brighten up the parish. Resolved that this issue would be put on the agenda for the 
Environmental Group Meeting in September 2009 and, in the meantime, the Clerk would attempt to source a supply of free bulbs.
18.
Proposed Summer Play Scheme at the Walled Garden

The Clerk provided an overview of the proposed Nature and Arts Summer Play Scheme – to be named 
‘Discovery in a Secret Garden’, to be run in conjunction with Warrington Borough Council during August 
2009. The Clerk explained that funding had been sought from the Stronger Together Neighbours Scheme, however it was resolved that the Parish Council would fund the scheme, should the funding not be forthcoming.
19.
SLCC Financial Management Course

Resolved that the Clerk and Assistant Clerk would attend the SLCC Financial Management course on Tuesday 16th June 2009 at a total cost of £190.
20.
Requests for Financial Assistance

The Thelwall Rangers Girl guides made a request for a donation towards a trip to Belgium. Resolved that a grant of £60 be made.
21.
Accounts for Payment


Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £13,644.85 be approved.
Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish Council – Appointments 2009/10

	
	Appointments  09/10

	Chairman of the Council
	
M J Biggin

	Vice-Chairman of the Council
	
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	

	Planning Committee
	1
Mrs M J Finnegan (Chairman) 

	
	2
R Fisher

	
	3
C G Taylor

	
	4
Mrs E Fountain

	
	5
I Fountain  

	
	6
M J Biggin

	
	7
D Hockenhull

	
	8
H M Kazi

	
	


	                                            
	

	
	

	Resources Committee
	1
M J Biggin  (Chairman of  the Council)

	
	2
 C G Taylor  (Chairman) 

	
	3
C Worsley

	
	4
Mrs E Welborn

	
	


	
	

	Recess Committee
	1
M J Biggin (Chairman of  the Council)

	(Chairman, V-Ch, Ch of Planning
	2   
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	 and Ch of Grappenhall Heys 
	3   
Mrs M J Finnegan 

	Estate Committee)
	4   
C G Taylor

	
	

	Grappenhall Heys Estate
	1   
C G Taylor (Chairman) 

	Committee
	2   
M J Biggin

	
	3   
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	4   
B S Johnson

	
	5   
I Fountain

	
	6   
Mrs E Fountain

	
	7  
Ms C Speed (Co-opted)

	
	8 
D Hockenhull

	Working Groups 
	

	Play equipment Working Group
	1
Miss W Johnson

	
	2
M J Biggin

	
	3
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	4
Mrs J woolvine

	
	

	Civic Pride Working Group
	1
B S Johnson

	(inc. Grappenhall and Thelwall
	2
R Fisher

	Environmental Groups)
	3
I Fountain

	
	4 
H M Kazi

	
	5
C G Taylor

	
	6
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	7
Mrs E Welborne

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	Appointments  09/10

	Outside Bodies
	

	Thelwall Youth & Comm Assoc
	


	
	

	Grappenhall YCA
	
E Welborn

	
	
C Worsley

	
	

	CPRE
	
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	

	Quays Management Cttee
	
R Fisher

	
	
Mrs J Woolvine

	
	

	Thelwall Parish Hall Mgt Cttee
	
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	

	Rights of Way Forum
	
C G Taylor

	
	

	Warrington Police Forum
	
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	

	South Warrington Parishes Police
	
M J Biggin

	C S O ‘s  Group
	
Mrs L K Fernyhough

	
	
C G Taylor

	
	
Mrs E Welborn


Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish Council

 Programme of Meetings 2009-10

	11 
June                             2009
	Planning Committee

	18
June
	Council 

	 9
July
	Planning Committee

	16
July
	Council

	13
August
	Recess Committee

	10
September 
	Planning Committee

	17
September
	Council

	  8 
October
	Planning Committee

	15 
October
	Council

	12 
November
	Planning Committee

	19 
November 
	Council

	10 
December                     
	Planning Committee

	17
December
	Council

	14
January                         2010
	Planning Committee

	21
January
	Council

	11
February
	Planning Committee

	25
February
	Council

	11
March
	Planning Committee

	18
March
	Council

	  2         April
	Good Friday

	  5         April
	Easter Monday

	15 
April
	Planning Committee

	22
April
	Council

	13
May
	Planning Committee

	20 
May
	Annual Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting


N.B. Meetings of Resources, Grappenhall Heys Estates Committees to be arranged.
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