MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 21st OCTOBER 2010
Present:
Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), A Bennett, D Hockenhull, Mrs L K Fernyhough, Mrs M J Finnegan, R Fisher, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, Ms W Johnson, B S Johnson, H M Kazi, 
C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn and P Wenlock.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
104. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs J Woolvine and C Worsley.
105.
Disclosures of Interests

No disclosures were made.
106.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 16th September 2010 be approved as a 
true record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 14th October 2010 be received and 
adopted.
107.
Feedback from PCSO Victoria Fox

PCSO Victoria Fox provided a useful update on policing issues within the parish, and made the following 
points:

· Crime levels had been an all time low.
· There had been an increase in theft from vehicles.
· She had been carrying out increased High Visibility Patrolling.
· There had been only 3 incidents in the past month of anti social behaviour.
· She had been made responsible for Homewatch in South Warrington.
· Parish speed enforcement would be taking place within the next few months.
108.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council

The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Play Development Service: Summer Play Activities Report 2010.

b)  Details of the A50 Knutsford Road Structural Maintenance Highway works from 1st November for 6 

    
     weeks.
109.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:

a)  Letter from Mr G Bebbington with regard to speeding motorists within the parish, plus actions taken by 
     the Clerk.

b)  The Clerk Journal, September 2010.


c)  Cheshire Community Action, Notice of AGM on 27th October 2010.


d)  Cheshire Community Action Newsletter, September 2010.


e)  Letter from English Heritage confirming that the Thelwall War Memorial had been listed at Grade II.

110.
Information for Noting


The following information was noted:

a)  The National Minimum Wage had increased from 1st October 2010 from £5.80 to £5.93 per hour for 


     workers over the age of 21 years. This had affected some Parish Council staff and had been a 


     compulsory increase.

b)  On the 29th September 2010 the Clerk and Assistant Clerk had attended the launch of the WBC 

      Neighbourhood Plans. 


c)  Councillor Fisher and his wife had attended the Civic Pride Awards in Northwich and despite not 

     winning any major awards, the Parish Council had been awarded a ‘Little Gem Award’ for the Thelwall 
     War Memorial.

d)  The interviews for the Community Outreach Officer for the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden would 
      take place on 22nd October 2010.


e)  The Clerk would be attending the Parish Council Liaison Meeting on 3rd November 2010 at 5pm along

                  with Councillor Mrs E Fountain.


f)  The next HLF meeting would take place on 4th November 2010.


g)  The Clerk and Councillor M J Biggin would be meeting with Duncan Richardson on 11th November to 


     discuss community hubs/GYCA.


h)  The Assistant Clerk had attended a course on ‘Maternity, Paternity and Adoption – Statutory Payments
      and Leave for Parents’ run by HM Revenue and Customs.

111.
Communications from the Chairman

Councillor M J Biggin had outlined plans for the parish bulb planting parish, the first session of which
would take place on Saturday 23rd October 2010. A total of 10,000 bulbs had been purchased. Councillor 
Biggin also announced that the Play Builder Grant had been given the go-ahead, following a government 
announcement to put all projects on hold. The Clerk would meet with Jo Sayers from Mersey Forest as
soon as possible to progress the project.
112.
Youth Provision for 10-13 Year Old Groups
Councillor Mrs E Welborn provided feedback on the current situation with the youth bus.
113.
Overhanging Trees at 47 Euclid Avenue, Grappenhall

The Clerk and Councillor Fisher reported back following a site visit at 47 Euclid Avenue with regard to 
overhanging trees. It was resolved that the Clerk would write to the resident to explain that the Parish 
Council would be happy for the resident to cut back the trees, but the Parish Council would not be able to 
assist on this occasion.
114.
Tree Survey


Resolved that the Clerk would arrange for a tree survey to be carried out for all the trees on both Euclid 
Park and Barley Road Park.
115.
Christmas Tree Lights


The Clerk provided details of options available for new Christmas tree lights to be used on the tree outside
Thelwall Junior School, and it was resolved that a suitable set be purchased for less than £1000. The Clerk
would establish what could be purchased for under £1000 and place the relevant order with WBC, ready for
a switch on date of 1st December 2010.
116.
Alcan


Councillor B S Johnson reported on recent noise disturbances at Alcan. It was resolved that Councillor
M J Biggin would ask WBC to contact Councillor Johnson or Councillor Mrs M Finnegan to outline what
action, if any, could be taken.
117.
External Audit


The Clerk reported that the external audit had been concluded and the Auditor had reported that ‘on the 
basis of our review, in our opinion the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the 
Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met’.
118.
Annual Leave


It was resolved that the Assistant Clerk be granted an additional 3 days annual leave following the
completion of 5 years service in October 2010. This is in line with WBC terms and conditions, and is the
part time equivalent of an additional week’s leave.
119.
All Saints Churchyard Maintenance


It was resolved that £100 be donated to both All Saints Church and St Wilfrid’s Church, on an annual
basis, to contribute towards the upkeep of the churchyards.
120.
Request for Financial Assistance


It was resolved that a donation of £100 be made to Thelwall & Grappenhall Model Railway Club, but on 
the basis that this would be a ‘one off’ donation and not an annual donation.
121
Financial Reporting

The Clerk provided an overview of ‘spends to date’. No issues reported.
122.
Accounts for Payment

Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £13,778.80 be approved.
123.
Exclusion of Press and Public


Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the business to follow, because of the need to 
prevent the disclosure of financial and contractual information.
124.
GYCA

Hugh McManus from GYCA gave a presentation on their current position with regard to becoming a 
company limited by guarantee as well as a charity. It was resolved that Hugh would attend all future Parish 
Council meetings to update Councillors on progress.
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