MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 22nd APRIL 2010
Present:
Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), A Bennett, Mrs M J Finnegan, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, D Hockenhull, Ms W Johnson, H M Kazi, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn, P Wenlock, Mrs J Woolvine and C Worsley.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
249. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B S Johnson, R Fisher and Mrs L K Fernyhough.
250.
Disclosures of Interests

No disclosures were made.
251.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25th March 2010 be approved as a true 
record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 15th April 2010 be received and 
adopted.
252.
Presentation from Jackie Weaver, Cheshire Association of Local Councils

Jackie Weaver provided a useful presentation on the benefits to the Parish Council in joining the Cheshire 
Association of Local Councils. It was resolved that the Clerk would consult with other Parish Councils 
who were members to seek further advice as to the benefits. This item would be discussed further in at the 
next Parish Council meeting.
253.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Letter outlining recommendations from the Parish Remuneration Panel

b)  Stronger Together South Neighbourhoods Co-ordination Area Monthly Update, March/April 2010.


c)  Bank Park Supplementary Planning Document, Consultation Guidance.
254.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Warrington South Neighbourhood Policing Unit Newsletter, March 2010.

b)  Warrington CVS, Notice of AGM and Annual Report.


c)  Hope House children’s Hospices, Spring/Summer 2010 Newsletter.

d)  Confirmation of Pre 16 Work Experience Placement at the Walled Garden during May 2010.


e)  Cheshire Community Action Newsletter, March 2010.

255.
Information for Noting


The following information was noted:


a)  Bob Jennings (Volunteer Gardener at the Walled Garden) had run a 9 week Bee Keeping Course in the 
School Room at the Walled Garden (as agreed by the Estate Committee). Bob was extremely pleased with
the facilities and had donated £100 to go specifically towards the Glasshouses HLF Fund.

b) The Gardener and Clerk had arranged a Work Placement for 2 weeks during May 2010 for a pupil at 
Bridgewater High School.


c)  The Assistant Clerk had attended a free course entitled ‘A general overview of the LGPS’, run by the 
Cheshire Pension Fund.

256.
Communications from the Chairman

The Chairman mentioned the under-utilised Village Design Statement which was prepared during 2000. It 
was resolved that the Clerk would obtain copies of the Design Statement and circulate to all Councillors. 
The Chairman also presented Councillor Cliff Taylor with a Long Service Award.
257.
Requests for Financial Assistance

a) Warrington Association for Special Children – resolved that a donation of £100 be made.

b)  Grappenhall Cricket Club – resolved that a donation of £1000 be made*.

* Note: It was resolved that a large donation be made to the Cricket Club by utilising unspent Section 107
 
budget provisions for 2009/10. The 2009/10 under spend was £1518.

258.
Financial Reporting

The Clerk provided an up to date analysis of ‘spends to date’ and drew Councillors’ attention to the

amended presentation of the accounts, which separated the Parish Council spends from the Walled Garden
spends. The Clerk also provided Councillors with a brief overview sheet of ‘Financial Key Facts for 
2010/11’. This 
included budget items, balances as at 31/3/10 and under utilised Walled Garden
Endowment Interest funds.
259.
Accounts for Payment

Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £14,188.89 be approved
260.
Exclusion of Press and Public
Resolved that public and press be excluded from the next agenda item on the grounds that the matter to 
be considered contained information which was legally and contractually sensitive

261.
GYCA
The current situation at GYCA, including the Special Meeting which took place on 12th April 2010, was discussed and reviewed. Councillor Wenlock congratulated Councillor Mrs E Welborn and Councillor M J Biggin on the professional manner in which they conducted themselves during the GYCA Special Meeting. 


Resolved that:

a)  The Clerk would seek advice from Fiona Bruce Solicitors regarding the letter sent to GYCA
requesting that 
they did not go ahead with the sub-lease, as a reply had been requested within 7 days 

but no response had yet been received.

b)  Councillor P Wenlock would replace Councillor E Welborn on the GYCA Management Committee.


c)  The Parish Council would not provide a cash donation to GYCA during 2010/11, but would fund 
maintenance/improvements to the GYCA premises during 2010/11 up to the value of £10,000. The Clerk

would compose a letter to GYCA accordingly.
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