MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2010
Present:
Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), A Bennett, , Mrs M J Finnegan, Mrs L K Fernyhough, R Fisher, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, D Hockenhull, B S Johnson, Ms W Johnson, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn, P Wenlock, Mrs J Woolvine and C Worsley
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
200. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor H M Kazi.
201.
Disclosures of Interests

No disclosures were made.
202.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 21st January 2010 be approved as a 
true record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 11th February 2010 be received and 
adopted.
203.
Update from PCSO Alex Stacey and Inspector Gary McIntyre


Inspector Gary McIntyre introduced himself to the Parish Council and provided a useful overview of his 
strategy for Neighbourhood Policing in South Warrington. PCSO Alex Stacey then provided an overview of 
recent criminal activities in the parish, including some statistical information which demonstrated that 
crime is on the decrease within Grappenhall and Thelwall.
204.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Letter requesting support for the Thelwall Summer Play Scheme 2010.

b)  Details/invitation to the ‘Warrington Parish Councils Together’ Event on 18th March 2010.


c)  Invitation to the Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum on 10th March 2010.


d)  Invitation to the Mayoral Ball on 12th March 2010.


e)  Notification that the Local Development Framework Issues and Options report is available to download 
      at http://warrington-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cs/ref vis/.

f)  Letter from Stronger Together confirming that the grant for the Bus Shelter Security System had been 


    declined.


g)  Letter from Stronger Together confirming that the grant for the purchase of 2 new road safety signs on 
     Bradshaw Lane had been declined.


h)  Letter from Stronger Together confirming that the grant for bulb and wild flower planting within the 
      parish had been declined.

i)  Letter from Stronger Together confirming that the grant for the purchase of a laptop and data projector 
     had been declined.


j)  Stronger Together South Neighbourhoods Co-ordination Area Monthly Update, February 2010.

205.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Invitation to participate in the 2010 Cheshire Community Pride Competition.

b)  The Playing Field Newsletter, Winter 2010.


c)  Letter from NSPCC outlining the campaign to raise awareness of the NSPCC helpline.


d)  Clerks & Councils Direct, January 2010.

e)  Warrington South Neighbourhood Policing Unit Newsletter, January 2010.


f)   Invitation to the Cheshire Community Action Group Open Day and Members’ Evening on 3rd March 
      2010 at the Village Hall, Chelford.

206.
Information for Noting


The following information was noted:


a)  The Clerk had registered the Parish Council with the Information Commissioners Office under the Data 
     Protection Act 1998.

b)  The Assistant Clerk would be attending a free HMCE course, ‘Completing the Employer Annual Return 
     P35’ on 25th February 2010.


c)  A number of events would be taking place in Grappenhall as part of the Stockton Heath Festival, 
     including an art exhibition at the Independent Methodist Church on 9th and 10th July, a folk group would 
     be playing at the Grappenhall Ex-Servicemen’s Club on 9th July and a model railway exhibition at GYCA 
     on 10th and 11th July.


d)  The price for the SLCC Regional Conference in Bolton, on 11th March 2010 had been reduced (now £30 
     for members and £45 for non-members) due to low uptake.

207.
Communications from the Chairman


The Chairman reported that a sound equipment system had been donated to the Parish Council which 
could be used within the community. The proposed Open Day was also discussed, however the date is to 
be confirmed. 
208.
St Wilfrid’s C E Primary School Car Parking at Grappenhall Cricket Club


It was reported that the school are now able to use the car park at the Cricket Club, following a period of 
uncertainty. The Cricket Club had tentatively made a request for funding towards the cark park re-surfacing 
work, however it was resolved that Councillor Worsley would make enquiries as to whether the school 
could contribute.

209.
Review of Parish Council Criteria for Financial Assistance


The Clerk had prepared an updated ‘Parish Council criteria for financial assistance’ for consideration by 
members. It was resolved that this new document be adopted for future use.
210.
Summer Play schemes – 2010

It was resolved that the Parish Council would fund the 2010 Thelwall Play Scheme for 3 weeks in summer. It was also resolved that the Parish Council would run the play scheme at the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden for 1 week during August 2010, and that the Clerk would investigate whether it would be feasible to run the play scheme without the support of Warrington Borough Council. 
211.
Cheshire Community Pride Competition


It was resolved that the Parish Council would enter the 2010 Cheshire Community Pride Competition and 
that the Clerk would complete all the necessary application paperwork.
212.
Parish Bulb/Seed Planting


It was agreed to put this item back on the Parish Council agenda in August/September 2010 when it 
would be more appropriate to plant bulbs.

213.
Adoption Scheme for Red Telephone Kiosks


It was resolved that the Parish Council would adopt the red telephone kiosk outside Thelwall Post Office 
on Thelwall New Road for £1 per year. It was also resolved that a plaque (including the Parish Council 
crest) would be manufactured and erected on the kiosk to say that it had been adopted by the Parish 
Council
214.
Financial Reporting


The Clerk provided an up to date analysis of ‘spends’ to date.
215.
Accounts for Payment


Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £9038.26 be approved.

216.
Exclusion of Press and Public


Resolved that public and press be excluded from the next agenda item on the grounds that the matter to 
be considered contains information which is legally and contractually sensitive.
217.
GYCA

Discussions took place regarding a possible sublet by GYCA of part of the community centre to a private organisation. It was resolved that, due to the restrictive covenants contained in the deeds relating to the transfer of the community centre from Warrington and Runcorn Development Corporation to the Parish Council, the Parish Council would not agree to a sub-lease. It was also resolved that the Parish Council would pay for an asbestos survey to be carried out on all the community centre building at a cost of approximately £1200.
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