MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 25th MARCH 2010
Present:
Councillors M J Biggin (Chairman), Mrs M J Finnegan, R Fisher, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, B S Johnson, Ms W Johnson, H M Kazi, C G Taylor, Mrs E Welborn and P Wenlock.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
223. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Bennett, Mrs L Fernyhough, D Hockenhull, Mrs J Woolvine and C Worsley.
224.
Disclosures of Interests

Councillor P Wenlock declared an interest in item 242 and took no part in its discussion.
225.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25th February 2010 be approved as a true 
record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 11th March 2010 be received and 
adopted.
226.
Update from PCSO Victoria Fox and PC Brian Pritchard

PCSO Victoria Fox and PC Brian Pritchard provided a useful update on local policing issues within the 
parish.
227.
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Letter from Stronger Together confirming that the re-submitted application for £1000 towards a further 
bus shelter security system had been successful.

b)  Agenda for Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum on 10th March 2010.

228.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:


a)  Invitation to Grassroots Grants Conference on 24th March 2010.

b)  Warrington CVS Contact Magazine, February 2010.


c)  Mid Cheshire Footpath Society, Notice of AGM, 14th April 2010.


d)  Letter from the resident at The Cottage, Bellhouse Lane, Grappenhall informing the Parish Council of a 
serious accident which took place when the resident was cutting back trees next door to GYCA.


e)  Cheshire Community Action, Village Halls Newsletter.


f)  Letter from Chaigeley School with regard to a complaint from a member of the local community relating 
to litter/broken fences (now rectified).


g)  Cheshire Police Authority, Have Your Say Newsletter, January 2010.


h)  Cheshire Constabulary, Warrington South Neighbourhood Policing Unit, Newsletter, February 2010.


i)  The Clerk Journal, March 2010 (which contained a brief article about the Grappenhall & Thelwall Parish 
Council logo).

229.
Information for Noting


The following information was noted:


a)  The Heritage Lottery Start Up Meeting took place on 23rd March 2010.

b)  Various Parish Council Staff and Councillors attended the Parish Council Conference at the Town Hall 
on 18th March 2010.

230.
Communications from the Chairman

The Chairman reported that the pot holes in Village Close, Thelwall, would be resolved as a matter of 
urgency.
231.
Traffic Improvements in Grappenhall Village


The Chairman reported on the problems that WBC were having in finding a traffic regulation which could 
be used within the village to resolve the current traffic issues. A newsletter would be issued to inform all 
interested parties.
232.
Telephone Box at Thelwall Old Post Office


It was resolved that the telephone box at Thelwall Old Post Office would be sponsored at a cost of £300 
+ VAT per year. This would ensure that the telephone would remain operational and would also cover 
maintenance.
233.
Thelwall Play Scheme

The Clerk reported that the Thelwall Play Scheme would not be able to take place at Thelwall Parish Hall, 
as in previous years, as it had already been booked by an after school/holiday club. It was resolved that, as 
the Quays Community Centre would be available, this venue would be used instead subject to Warrington 
Borough Council’s agreement.
234.
New Piece of Equipment for Barley Road Playing Fields


It was resolved that the purchase of the Zig Zag Twister for Barley Road Playing Fields would go ahead at
the revised cost of £1493+VAT. This price included a wet pour safety surface.
235.
Stockton Heath Festival


Councillor Tudor Pole from Stockton Heath Parish Council had requested the use of the Grappenhall Heys 
Walled Garden to host a Shakespeare play as part of the Stockton Heath Festival. It was resolved that

permission be granted for this request.
236.
Permanent Gazebo Structure for the Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden


It was resolved that the Parish Council would contribute £3435 from the endowment fund towards a 
permanent gazebo structure for the Walled Garden. The Friends had already secured a grant of £4435 and 
offered to donate a further £1000 towards costs. The permanent gazebo would be positioned in the rear car 
park/yard and could be utilised by anyone visiting the gardens, plus Friends events.
237.
Play Builder Grant for Euclid Park


The Clerk was pleased to report that the Parish Council had been successful in securing a Play Builder 
Grant of £38,560 for Euclid Park. The Parish Council would require to match fund a total of £9000, which 
had already been ring fenced from previous years’ budgets. The Clerk reported that formal confirmation is 
still awaited in writing.
238.
Stronger Together Area Board Update


Councillor Mrs E Wellborn provided an update on the Stronger Together South Area Board.
239.
Financial Reporting

The Clerk provided an up to date analysis of ‘spends to date’ and reported that spending was on target.
240.
Accounts for Payment


Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £8690.22 be approved.

241.
Exclusion of Press and Public


Resolved that public and press be excluded from the next agenda item on the grounds that the matter to 
be considered contained information which was legally and contractually sensitive.
242.
GYCA


Councillor Mrs E Welborn and Councillor Biggin provided members with an update of the current 
situation. It was resolved that the existing Parish Council GYCA sub-committee (Councillor Biggin, 
Councillor Mrs E Welborn, Councillor B Johnson, Councillor Taylor and Councillor Hockenhull) along 
with the Clerk would meet to develop the Parish Council’s policy towards the community centre and 
examine options for the future.
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