MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BELLHOUSE LANE ON THURSDAY 26TH FEBRUARY 2009
Present:
Councillors B S Johnson (Chairman), M J Biggin, R Fisher, Mrs E Fountain, I Fountain, 


D Hockenhull, Ms W Johnson, H M Kazi, C G Taylor, Mrs J 
Woolvine, C B White and 



C Worsley.
In Attendance: 
Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council.
224. 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs L K Fernyhough, Mrs M J Finnegan and Mrs E Welborn.
225.
Disclosures of Interests


No disclosures were made.  
226.
Minutes


Resolved that the minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 15th January be approved as a true
record and that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 12th February be received and adopted.
227.   
Correspondence from Warrington Borough Council (WBC)

The following correspondence was noted:
a)  Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Consultation.
b)  General invite to ‘Commissioning Health and Social Care Workshop & Network Lunch’ – joint venture between Warrington Borough Council, NHS Warrington and Warrington CVS.

c)  Letter outlining the proposed public path creation agreement and creation order for Elizabeth Park - trial to commence 1 May 2009. Resolved that the Clerk would reiterate previous concerns to Warrington Borough Council.

d)  Warrington Local Development Framework – Public Consultation for Bridge Street Area Supplementary Planning Document and Core Strategy Issues & Options.
e)  Planning Service Focus Group – meeting on 5th March 2009 to consider issues and options report.
f)  Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum – provisional agenda on 8th April 2009.
g)  Letter regarding the review of primary school provision across the borough.
228.
Correspondence Miscellaneous


The following correspondence was noted:

a)  The Audit Commission – further request for information on the Walled Garden Endowment Fund.

b)  Email from ‘The 5 Boroughs Partnership NHS Trust’ regarding the forthcoming consultation. 
Resolved that the Clerk would request a copy of the consultation for Councillors.


c)  Cheshire Police Authority: Have your say brochure, January 2009.


d)  Warrington Council for Voluntary Service: Annual Report 2007/2008.


e)  Warrington Council for Voluntary Service: Invitation to the AGM on 10th February 2009.

f)  Details and entry form for the Community Pride Competition 2009. Resolved that the Clerk would 
submit an entry on behalf of the Parish Council.


g)  Cheshire Police Authority: Northern Area ‘Have Your Say Meetings: Programme 2009/2010’.

h)  Cheshire County Playing Fields Association Newsletter, Winter 2008/09.
229.
Other Information Noted

The following other information was noted:

a)  Website enhancements.

b)  New Publication Scheme.


c)  Winter maintenance works underway.


d)  New office window now replaced.


e)  Street lighting on Sharon Park Close – request for upgrade to WBC.

f)  Elizabeth Park would be improved by the Neighbourhoods Scheme – including substantial investment 
    and employment of a Park Ranger.
230.
Fire Safety Assessment


The Clerk reported that all works in relation to the Fire Safety inspection had been completed, and the 
extension granted on the Fire Safety Enforcement Notice until 27th March 2009 was no longer required.
231. 
Parish Council Staff Contracts, Performance Management and Parish Council Aims and 
Objectives
The Clerk reported that staff contracts were currently being prepared, based on the Warrington Borough Council staff contract, and would be presented to Council in the near future for endorsement. The Clerk also explained the benefits of introducing a basic staff performance management scheme, this was welcomed by Councillors. Councillors also agreed with the Clerk’s suggestion to publish the Parish Council’s aims and objectives for the forthcoming year on the website.
232. 
Walled Garden Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) Update

Councillor C G Taylor provided an update on the Glasshouses Working Group. The group are currently 
working on a resubmission to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a less expensive renovation project. The 
group had sought advice from a HLF Officer, who they met with on 10th February, and would be aiming
to resubmit in June 2009.
233.
Village Life

The Clerk had received a letter from Orbit News to ascertain whether the Parish Council would continue 
to sponsor the ‘What’s On’ column in Village Life magazine. Resolved that the annual sponsorship 
would not be renewed and that more use would be made of the Grapevine magazine which had more of


a Grappenhall focus.
234. 
Requests for Financial Assistance
a)  Stockton Heath Festival – Resolved that no donation be made at this time, but the Parish Council would consider getting involved with next year’s festival.
b)  Lymm Climbing Club – Resolved that no donation be made.

c)  Girlguiding – Belgium Jamboree County Trip – Resolved that no donation be made.
235.
Financial Reporting

The Clerk provided an up to date analysis of ‘spends’ to date.
236.
Accounts for Payment

Resolved that accounts for payment totalling £34,896 be approved.
237.
Exclusion of Public and Press


Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the business to follow, because of the need to 
prevent the disclosure of financial and contractual information.
238.
GYCA
A discussion took place with regard to a further request for funding from GYCA. Resolved that a further grant of £3500 be made, and that the grant provision for 2009/10 would be subject to a regular review, depending upon performance.
239.
40 Thelwall New Road

Possible solutions to the rectification of the poor state of this building were discussed and it was

resolved that the Clerk would contact the Probation Service to establish whether or not they would be able to provide any assistance.
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